DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

England's power. She longed for " one good roar of the
British Lion from the housetops, and for the thunder
of a British broadside ! " She tried to rouse the Queen
to a sense of " our " duty, by telling her how con-
temptible England was making herself abroad by her
inaction : there was a strong feeling that she was
really quite powerless, that she had no army and no
statesmen, that her fleet was useless, and that all she
cared for was to make money, which, it may be
remembered, was the reason the Crown Princess
assigned to her neutrality in the Franco-German war.
She exhorted her mother to take a worthier view of
our responsibilities : cc Are not dignity, honour and
one's reputation things for which a nation like an
individual must be ready to sacrifice ease, wealth, and
even blood and life itself? " Let England therefore
instantly threaten Russia with war if she continued
her advance on Constantinople : surely she could
bring enough troops from India alone to defeat all
the armies of Russia. If she even allowed Russia and
Turkey to make peace without consulting her, it
would be a fatal blow to English prestige, especially
in India, where " eighty millions of fighting men "
would scorn her European insignificance* A careful
.study of continental conditions and politics had pro-
duced in her " the firm conviction that England is
far in advance of all other countries in the whole
scale of civilization and progress, the only one that
understands Liberty and possesses Liberty, and above
all the only really humane country" She was " a
country vastly superior to all others in every sense " ;*
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